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If you ask for the basic
definition of open
adoption you’ll probably
get the standard “It’s
adoption but the birthmother and adoptive
family keep in contact.”
This is just the basics,
and about five years ago I
was just learning about it.
The process of placing
my daughter for adoption
was the hardest thing I
have ever had to do, but
also the most rewarding.
Being pregnant at 16
years of age I was
terrified about making
the decision to place her
for adoption, to not raise
her myself. I had not
made a decision until I
met the right family. I
knew as soon as they
walked out of the door
from where we first met
that they were the parents
for my daughter. Though
I had made a decision I
was so nervous about
how it would all turn out
years down the road. The
months following initial
placement for me were
emotional and confusing.
It was hard to forge my

own path with open
adoption, and at many
times I wished that there
had been a handbook.
But after a few months I
realized that it is a great
thing there is no such
handbook because it
means you can personalize how you, the adoptive
family and the child go
about this confusing
process. Through the
rough times and
emotional times I had a
support system that not
only consisted of my
immediate family, but of
the family members that
were added as a result of
the open adoption. Now
almost five years into this
journey open adoption
means so much more
than keeping in contact, it
means building a
relationship not only with
my daughter but her
family. As the years go
on I see my relationship
with my daughter
building, which was what
I had been looking for
with open adoption, to
forge a relationship with
her but still give her the
opportunities I myself

couldn’t provide for her.
I love that she is growing
up to know who I am,
where she came from and
that she is loved by many
people. The best moment
I have had this far with
open adoption was just a
week or two ago when I
was visiting my daughter,
she paused from playing
with her toys to look at
me and say ‘I love you’.
For me that is the greatest
thing to hear in this
process.
*A true story written by a
local birthmother*
A birthmother retreat is
being held on Saturday,
April 20th in Willard, WI.
This will be a day of
reflection and connecting
with others. Please pass
along this information to
any birthmothers you
may know who would be
interested in this retreat.
Please see the flyer on
page three for more
information or contact
Cynthia Blum-Johnson at
715-832-6644 ext. 15.
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Thank You
A big thank you goes out to Jada
and Zoe Wirtz from Wisconsin
Rapids. This mother-daughter duo
donated 36 fleece blankets to the
Catholic Charities Post Adoption
Resource Center to be used in our
Forever Family gift bags!

Emails
Hi Christy Thank you for another fun night at
Skate America! It's always nice
to watch the kids having so much
fun and to see how everyone is
growing. Thanks so much for all
that you do!
-Pam from Western Wisconsin

Facebook
Announcing Catholic Charities
Post-Adoption Resource Center’s
February Facebook Giveaway!
“Like” our page, share it with
friends, or comment on a post for
the opportunity to be entered in
our giveaway!
Prizes include: 2: $25 Target giftcards, 2: Adoption Gift bags, and
2: Adoption T-Shirts
In addition to the opportunity to
win, you will also be kept updated
on events, trainings, and programs
offered by CCPARC as well the
latest developments in the
adoption world.
Find us at: facebook.com/ccparc

And The Award Goes to…
During National Adoption Month (November), Mary Grossnickle
received the governor’s Champions of Adoption Award at the State
Capitol in Madison. She was nominated for the award after giving a very
generous donation of her children’s book, A Place In My Heart to
Catholic Charities Post Adoption Resource Center. An autographed copy
of the book is among the items found in our Forever Family gift bags
which are created to support families that have adopted internationally or
domestically. Congratulations Mary!
Photos were take by Gretchen Willis. www.gretchenwillis.com

Join Us For Two Different Life book
Events!

Save the Date!

Upcoming Adoption Trainings and Events
Trust Based Parenting
Thursday, February 7th
6:00-8:30 pm
Onalaska Public Library
Onalaska, WI
Join us for a FREE
training developed by Dr.
Karyn Purvis and Dr. David
Cross at the TCU institute of
Child Development. This is a
training designed to work with
children who have experienced
relationship-based traumas such
as institutionalization, multiple
placements, maltreatment, and/
or neglect.
This training will be presented
by Christy Reppe of the
Catholic Charities Post Adoption Resource Staff. Christy was
trained by Dr. Purvis and Dr.
Cross in the Trust Based Parenting model this last fall. We are
very happy to be able to offer
this introduction to their
intervention model.
RSVP to Magen by Feb. 7th at
mduffy@cclse.org or 608-7820710 ext. 223.

Open Skate Event
Saturday, February 9th
5:00-6:30 pm
Rhinelander Ice Arena
2021 E. Timber Dr.
Rhinelander, WI
Join other adoptive families for
a fun night of ice skating and
meeting others.
This is a FREE event for all
adoptive families.
For more information or to
RSVP email Anne at
arozeboom@cclse.org or call
715-491-7243. RSVP by 2/7/13.

Chinese New Year
Celebration
Saturday, February 9th
4:00-5:30 pm
Asia Palace Restaurant,
4069 Commonwealth Ave.
(next to JoAnn Fabrics)
Eau Claire
COST: $10.95/person (includes
drink) Children’s meals may be
reduced.
Please feel free to bring any
simple craft projects or coloring
pages for the kids. We will have
a donation basket to help cover
the cost of any craft materials
purchased.
Feel free to invite other adoptive and waiting families.
R.S.V.P. to
jim_nancy_china@yahoo.com.

Mom’s Night Out
La Crosse area
Thursday, February 21st
6:00-8:00 pm
All Glazed Up
205 Pearl Street
La Crosse, WI
(bring a dish to share, pottery
$4 and up)
Monday, April 8th
6:00 pm
Perkins
Onalaska, WI
Join us for a mom’s night out,
come enjoy the company of
other adoptive and pre adoptive
mom’s. A great opportunity to
get out, and meet others who’s
families were created through
adoption.
RSVP to Magen at
608-782-0710 ext. 223 or
mduffy@cclse.org
A Life books Work Day
Saturday, February 23rd
10:00 am-1:00 pm
Picture This
(6031 Arndt Lane)
Eau Claire, WI
Join us for a day to start or
continue working on your
child's life book. Meet other
parents and get ideas.
Need a refresher course on
creating your child’s lifebook?
For more information on the
day or if you would like to take
a course on lifebooks see flyer
on page 3.
RSVP to Christy by 2/16 at
creppe@cclse.org or
715-832-6644 ext. 18.

Upcoming Adoption Trainings and Events
A Life Books Work Day
Saturday, March 2nd
10:00 am-1:00 pm
American Scrapbook
Company (900 2nd Ave. So.)
Onalaska, WI
Join us for a day to start or
continue working on your
child's life book. Meet other
parents and get ideas.
Need a refresher course on creating your child’s lifebook? For
more information on the day or
if you would like to take a
course on lifebooks see flyer on
page 3.
RSVP to Magen by Feb. 28th at
mduffy@cclse.org or 608-7820710 ext. 223.

Mom’s Night Out
Eau Claire Area
Thursday, March 14th
6:00 pm
Azul Tequila Restaurant
Eau Claire, WI
Join us for a mom’s night out,
come enjoy the company of
other adoptive and pre adoptive
mom’s. A great opportunity to
get out, and meet others who’s
families were created through
adoption.
For more information or to
RSVP contact Chrisy at
715-832-6644 ext. 18 or email
creppe@cclse.org. Please RSVP
by Monday, 3/11/13.

Mom’s Night Out
Wisconsin Rapids Area
Wednesday, March 20th
5:30 pm
El Mezcal Restaurant
(930 Kuhn Avenue)
Wisconsin Rapids, WI
Join Catholic Charities Post
Adoption Resource Center for
an evening of connecting with
other adoptive moms.
For more information or to
RSVP contact Anne at
arozeboom@cclse.org or
715-491-7243. RSVP by
3/18/13.

Open and Closed: Embracing
the Beauty of our
Complicated Families.
Saturday, April 27th
Wausau, WI
Join us for a unique perspective
on adoption. The speakers are a
mother-daughter duo
(Ann Angel is an adoptive
mom of 4, and Amanda AngelEdwards is an adult adoptee/
birth mother) who have co edited the book "silent embrace:
perspectives on birth and
adoption". This mother/
daughter duo will share their
story and unique perspective.
You won’t want to miss this.
More information coming soon!

Birthmother’s Retreat
Saturday, April 20th
10:00-3:30 pm
Christine Center
Willard, WI
Saturday, April 20th will be a
day of recognition, honor and
healing for birth mothers of all
ages at the Christine Center in
Willard, WI. The cost will be
$15, and includes lunch. There
will be speakers and activities
throughout the day. This is also
a great time for birthmothers to
meet and talk with other birthmother’s who may share their
similar story.
Some scholarships will be available. For more information,
please contact Cynthia with the
Catholic Charities Post Adoption Resource Center. Cynthia
can be reached at
cblumjohnson@cclse.org

For any questions contact Anne
at 715-491-7243 or
arozeboom@cclse.org

Save The Date!
Adoptive Family Easter Egg
Hunt
Saturday, March 23rd
La Crosse area
Time and Location TBA
Save the date for an adoptive
families Easter Celebration and
egg hunt. The egg hunt is for
children ages 1-12. There will
be the egg hunt and other fun
activities. Keep an eye out in
your email for more details
coming soon!
Questions please contact Magen
at mduffy@cclse.org or
608-782-0710 ext. 223.

Upcoming Events
Come Join us for some great speakers, trainings and family fun
Date/Time:

Event

Other information

Thursday, February 7th Trust Based Parenting Training
6:00-8:30 pm
Onalaska Public Library

Don’t miss this great FREE training. RSVP
to Magen.

Saturday, February 9th Open Skate Event-Rhinelander Ice
5:00-6:30 pm
Arena, Rhinelander, WI

This is a FREE event for Adoptive
families. RSVP to Anne.

Saturday, February 9th Chinese New Year Celebration, Asia
4:00-5:30 pm
Palace Restaurant-Eau Claire, WI

Adult meals are $10.95, R.S.V.P. to
jim_nancy_china@yahoo.com.

Thursday, February
21st. 6:00-8:00 pm

Mom’s Night Out-All Glazed up Pottery shop, Downtown La Crosse, WI

Bring a dish to share, pottery starting at
$4. RSVP to Magen.

Saturday, February
23rd, 10:00am-1:00 pm

A Life books workday, at Picture
This, Eau Claire, WI

This is a FREE event, come work on your
child's life book. RSVP to Christy.

Saturday, March 2nd
10:00 am-1:00 pm

A Life books Workday, American
Scrapbook, Onalaska, WI

This is a FREE event, bring your scrapbooking supplies, RSVP to Magen.

Thursday, March 14th
6:00 pm

Mom’s Night Out, Azul Tequila Restaurant, Eau Claire, WI

Join other adoptive mom’s for a night out.
RSVP to Christy.

Wednesday, March
20th, 5:30 pm

Mom’s Night Out, El Mezcal,
Wisconsin Rapids, WI.

Join other adoptive mom’s for a night out.
RSVP to Anne.

Monday, April 8th
6:00 pm

Mom’s Night Out, Perkins Restaurant Join us for a night out with other
Onalaska, WI
adoptive moms. RSVP to Magen.

Saturday, April 20th
10:00 am-3:30 pm

A Birthmother’s Retreat, The
Christine Center, Willard, WI.

Join us for our first Birthmother’s
retreat. $15 fee, scholarships available.

Saturday, April 27th

Open and Closed: Embracing the
Beauty of our Complicated Families.

Save the Date for this training in
Wausau , WI. For info contact Anne.

To Learn more or to register for these events please see the information in the newsletter
or call:
Anne : 715.491.7243, Magen: 608.782.0710 x223,
Christy: 715.832.6644 x18, Lorrin: 715.832.6644 x19
www.parc.cclse.org

3710 East Ave So
La Crosse, WI
54601
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